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THE AUTHORITY ON SUSTAINABLE BUILDING

Designing to avoid shaded 
areas of a site
Shade from trees and 
landforms can be avoided by 
building higher on a site or by 
using skylights or clerestory 
windows. Taller buildings will 
increase the amount of shaded 
area on a site.
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house built into hillside

area of shade from 
trees on hill

clerestory windows
house built higher on the 
hill gets more light (but in 
this case also creates more 
shadow behind it)


